
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 




o 







Dec. 1897] A COI»PER MASK FROM CHIMBOTE, PERU 413 

A COPPER MASK FROM CHIMBOTE, PERU 

GEORGE A. DORSEY 

So far as I can learn, masks (using the term in its literal mean- 
ing) are not commonly found in the prehistoric graves of Peru. 
That masks wer^ in use in various ceremonies and played a 
prominent part in the sacred ritual of the Peruvians no one can 
doubt, as masks of different kinds are portrayed over and over 
again in their pottery, especially in that from the regions of 
Chimbote and Texillo. 

The mask which I am to describe is, I believe, unique. It was 
found inside the wrappings of a mummy pack in a moderately 
deep grave in the plain just east of the present town of Chim- 
bote, in Santa valley. This valley for an extent of thirty miles 
is thickly dotted with ancient cemeteries, and from their graves 
literally thousands of pieces of fine earthenware and other ob- 
jects have been taken and are now scattered among the museums 
of the world. Owing to the extreme old age of the grave and the 
decayed condition of the wrappings of the mummy pack, it is 
now impossible to say whether the mask was placed over the 
face or not. It is fair to. presume, however, that it was in im- 
mediate contact with the face, for the inner surface is fairly 
bright and clean, while the outer surface is somewhat corroded 
and has imprinted upon it markings of a loose cotton fiber, 
which usually was wrapped around the head and over the face. 

The mask has been hammered from a single nugget of copper, 
and to get the required shape a mold or block has been used. 
As may be seen in the full or the front view, all the features are 
well formed and distinctive with the exception of the nose, that 
feature being pinched and dwarfed. The two holes at the tip of 
the nose are the result of corrosion. The aperture designed for 
the mouth has been made with a punch, as is shown by the 
ragged edges within. The mask measures 158 mm. in maximum 
length ; its maximum breadth is 153 mm. 

Seen in profile, the mask shows strong, regular features, ex- 
cept — as has been noted — the nose. The cheeks are prominent 
and fairly outstanding. 
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The upper outer corners on both sides of the mask are some- 
what damaged, but enough remains on the left side to show that 
this corner was originally pierced. There was probably a corre- 
sponding hole in the opposite corner, and it is not unlikely that 
these served to receive the ends of a cord which passed around 
the back of the head and held the mask in place. Whether this 
mask was w^orn in life and what purpose it served, or whether it 
was a funeral object pure and simple, I am not able to determine 
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Report of Field Work Carried on in the Muskingum j Scioto j and Ohio Valleys 
during, the Season of 1896 for the Ohio State Archseological and Historical 
Society, By Warren K, Moorehead, 8°^ pp, 165-27 4- 

This is only a report of field work carried on during the year 
1896 under the auspices of the state society, and does not purport 
to give full details of the discoveries made, yet it contains many 
items of interest to the archeologist. It is true that a number, 
probably a majority, of the mounds explored yielded few, if any^ 
important relics or remains ; yet this negative evidence is of value, 
as it will assist in the future in making up the statistics of arche- 
ology, a work yet to be undertaken and on which important con- 
clusions must be based. *' Negative maunds," if we may use the 
term, are disappointing to the explorer, yet they have a bearing 
in the study of archeology which should not be ignored. Mr 
Moorehead's examination of these minor works and hitherto 
overlooked monuments is therefore to be commended, as without 
this seemingly fruitless labor the archeological survey of Ohio 
can never be complete. Some of the mounds were more fruit- 
ful, and although yielding no decidedly new types, have added 
something to our knowledge of the archeology of that state. 

However, in judging of Mr Moorehead's work, we must bear 
in mind that the primary object he had in view in making these 
explorations was to obtain data for an archeological map of Ohio 
which he is preparing, the opening of mounds being incidental 
thereto. 

The groups and separate monuments located up to January 
30, 1897, which will require characters on the map, amount to 
2,843, representing about 6,500 individual monuments. An in- 



